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Setting the Bar High: Adrienne Johnson ‘92 
    The Crème de la Crème of Butler Girls’ Basketball 
 

Alumni and people around the state are familiar with the success of the Butler High School 

girls’ basketball program, but few may be familiar with the success the former players have 

after they have picked up their dribble. 
 

Adrienne Johnson ’92, sets the bar high for success on and off the court. Former Butler 

coaches are reluctant to name a player who they consider the best the program has ever pro-

duced, but Adrienne’s accomplishments speak for themselves. 
 

It is hard to imagine but there was a time when the Butler girls’ team struggled to win half of 

its games. But in the late 1980s that was the case. Then came Adrienne. “I briefly thought 

about attending Holy Cross, but Butler was my home school and most of my friends were 

going to Butler, so my choice was easy,” she says.  
 

After getting to Butler, Adrienne excelled on and 

off the floor. The girls started winning games and 

Adrienne quickly became a star player. She scored 

well over 1,000 points, made first team all-state 

and was selected to the Kentucky All Star team her 

senior year.  
 

According to Johnson, she made the right decision 

choosing Butler. “It is hard to mention the ones 

that helped me the most because there were so 

many, but Mr. Kenny Frick, our principal, and Joan 

Giancola, my guidance counselor, were my biggest 

influences in high school.  
 

Adrienne played for Stephanie Greathouse. “Coach Greathouse came in and coached my jun-

ior and senior years. She prepared me for college ball. She made me get a job and earn my 

own money for [basketball] camp,” Johnson laughed. The deal was if Johnson worked and 

saved up her money for camp fees, then Coach Greathouse would take Johnson to any camp 

she wanted. Johnson worked, saved, and chose Blue Chip Basketball Camp in Indiana. It was 

her first all-star caliber camp. After that, the college letters started flowing in. “It changed eve-

rything,” Johnson said. 
 

So, then what?  Adrienne earned a scholarship to Ohio 

State University and her success continued. She earned 

her bachelor's degree in exercise physiology and rec-

orded more than 1,000 points in her collegiate career. 

Adriene (AJ), earned all-Big Ten honors as a senior 

with the Buckeyes. But there is more. 
 

As AJ was preparing to graduate from Ohio State, the WNBA was forming. She began her 

professional career during the league's inaugural year with the Cleveland Rockers in 1997 

before being taken eighth overall by the Orlando Miracle in the 1999 expansion draft. 

         …..Continued on Page 2 

Adrienne Johnson ‘92 

 

...Adrienne Johnson scored more than 1,000 

points in each of her high school, college and 

WNBA careers. She also won the  

WNBA’s first Hometown Hero Award (2000) 



….continued from Page 1 
 

Johnson spent four seasons with the Miracle franchise before they moved to Connecticut in January of 2003 to 

become the Connecticut Sun. She played for the Sun for two seasons and then signed as a free agent with the Se-

attle Storm in March of 2005. When she retired, she had totaled over 1,000 points. She also earned the WNBA's 

first Hometown Hero Award for her community service during the 2000 offseason. 
 

When her playing career ended, Johnson returned to Louisville. She just 

completed her 13th year at the University of Louisville and her sixth season 

as the women's basketball program's executive director of operations. 

Johnson is involved in many areas of the women’s basketball program. She 

works as the liaison between the coaching staff and academic support sys-

tem and assists in fundraising for the program. Johnson also assists with on-

campus recruiting, community service and marketing efforts, while serving 

as the analyst for the Louisville women's basketball radio broadcasts.  
 

Despite her busy schedule and some family illness, Adrienne still follows 

Butler’s team. She explains, “I still follow the Butler girls but the last couple 

years I have been out of touch to take care of my late mother Allicia John-

son, who was a huge supporter of Butler Girls’ Basketball. I know Larry Just, and he does a great job as the girls’ 

basketball head coach.  
 

AJ is very popular in her role at UL and as the analyst for the Louisville women's basketball radio broadcasts. 

What about her plans?  “I love my role as executive director of player relations for the Louisville Women’s Bas-

ketball Program. I hope to be at UL as long as Jeff Walz will have me.”  
 

                     Adrienne Johnson UL                 Adrienne Johnson - Louisville Women’s Sports article 
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 SEBAA Lifetime Memberships Available for $25 

Adrienne Johnson during her WNBA career 

SEBAA To Continue Charitable Gaming 
   License Approved Through May 2019 
 

We are happy to announce that we made it! We exceeded the 40% profit threshold for 2017, the state ap-

proved our financial improvement plan, we’ve attended training and we are making money to donate to Suda E. 

Butler High School.  
 

Our gaming license was recently renewed through May 2019. “It has been a difficult 6 months,” explained 

SEBAA Director, Eddie Cannon ’72. “There were times I didn’t think we would make it. Our volunteers, head-

ed by chairpersons Robyn Becker and Carla Schoen, have been remarkable. They have worked very hard to 

make this work. The cheerleading squad has chipped in and now the cross-country teams are helping. This is 

the way it is supposed to work,”   
 

“SEBAA was put on probation at the end of 2016…and then everything went down-

hill,” laughed Cannon. “It didn’t seem we could do anything right. But we got lucky 

and we were offered a spot at J-town Bingo Hall. At first, I didn’t want to do it, but I 

knew it was our only hope,” Cannon explained. “We have made a lot of changes. 

Most importantly we have checks and balances in place to spot any problem as soon 

as they may occur.” 

      We have three goals for our charitable gaming activity.  

1. Exceed our 40% profit requirement each quarter 

2. Make enough net profit to make it worth our while  

3. Donate the profits made from charitable gaming to Suda E. Butler High School. 

Visit us at J-town Bingo Hall, 9125 Galene Drive, every Sunday Night at 7 PM.   
 Pull tabs start at 6 PM  Come early and enjoy the finest and cleanest concession stand in town.  

Org—0002415 

https://gocards.com/coaches.aspx?rc=90
http://louisvillewomensports.com/?p=3537


Over 3,500 people receive our emails and newslet-

ters. We have 1,300 Lifetime members. In five 

years we’ve donated over $100,000 to our alma 

mater. We need more members to keep this pace.                        

Please join today ! 

Click Here ... 

to become a Lifetime Member. 

A onetime donation of $25 is all it takes. 

Additional donations will not be required. 

Credit and Debit are accepted. 

2018 - Bears’ Night Out – With Live Music 
     Friday, June 15 Event Planned for Alumni and Friends 
 

SEBAA will hold a Bear’s Night Out for all Butler alumni and friends on Friday, June 15 at Mike Linnig’s 

on the river. We have the North Building and the North tent reserved for Butler alumni and friends.  
We will have live music provided by The Uptown Band that includes Butler alums Steve Meyer ‘69 and  

Stephen Brown ’74. The Uptown Band plays music primarily from the 50’s - 70’s. We will also have a 

dance floor. 
 

Some classes are already planning to hold mini-reunions, so come early to claim your tables. Our event begins at 

4 p.m. and will continue through 10 p.m. (or later) 
 

We will have over 250 seats (under cover) with tables. Overflow seating will be available throughout the 

garden area.  
 

There is no charge to attend. Just show up and pay for 

your food and drink. SEBAA will be selling lifetime mem-

berships and wine glasses. We will also accept donations 

to help us cover some of the cost that the association will 

incur. 
 

Live music by The Uptown Band. Including Butch Kaufman 

(formally of the Monarchs) and Butler alums Steve Meyer 

’69 and Stephen Brown ‘74 
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2018 Golden Bear Dinner Friday, September 28 
    SEBAA Welcomes the Class of ’68 – September 28 

 

Due to the interest already being shown, we think this year’s Golden Bear Dinner will be the largest 

yet. This year’s event will honor the class of ’68 with their induction into the Golden Bear Club. 

This event will be used to kick off their reunion weekend. The Golden Bear dinner will be held at 

the school on Friday, September 28, 2018. The next evening, graduates and their guests are invited 

to the class reunion event at The Blind Squirrel on English Station Road in Middletown, KY.   
 

The class of 1967 will host this year’s event. Brenda Cease ’67 will be the chairperson. The class of 

’58 will be celebrating its 60th reunion and has planned some 

special events in coordination with Golden Bear inductions. 

Invitations will be sent during the first part of August. In the 

meantime, pass along this info to anyone connected with the 

class of ’68. 

The Golden Bear club is organized for those who have been associated with 

Butler High School 50 or more years. At this meeting, former students, teach-

ers and staff associated with the class of 1968 will be inducted into the club, 

as well as those from earlier classes not previously inducted. This will be 

the club’s seventh meeting. Registration and social hour begins at 5 p.m.  
 

Dinner will be served at 6 p.m., with the induction following. Typically, the 

Golden Bear event concludes by 9 p.m. but you are invited to stay and contin-

ue visiting, walk through the halls. The dinner will be catered and those being 

inducted into the Golden Bear Club will be presented with a unique lapel pin 

commemorating this occasion.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNFOSsS1AXBt_dWIkkHsnnDfPXIfZUiipRGDcSrx6mr9LBeA/viewform
http://www.theuptownbandusa.com/
http://www.theuptownbandusa.com/
http://www.theuptownbandusa.com/home.html
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 SEBAA Lifetime Memberships Available for $25 

                                        

Over 3,500 people receive our emails and newsletters. We have 1,300 Lifetime mem-

bers. In five years we’ve donated over $100,000 to our alma mater. We need more 

members to keep this pace.                         

Please join today ! 

 

Click Here ... 

to become a Lifetime Member. 

A onetime donation of $25 is all it takes. 

Additional donations will not be required. 

Credit and Debit are accepted. 

Joining SEBAA Is Easier Than Ever! 
     Credit Card and Debit Cards Accepted! 
 

In our last newsletter we introduced a link that made it easy for anyone to update their contact information. 

We asked you to pass this along and the response was great. We have had over 400 people use the link to up-

date their info. Updates come in daily. An up-to-date data base is one of the best resources we can provide our 

alumni. We keep all the data private and only share it with the classes preparing for reunions.  
 

At the last board of directors meeting we brainstormed why our membership numbers have slowed down even 

though we are a relatively new organization. The good news is we have over 1,300 members but there are 

probably another 20,000 alumni out there that are potential members. We are confident that people will join 

because they join at the Golden Bear Dinner and at events like the picnic at Mike Linnig’s. Based on that inter-

est we have concluded that many people would join if they knew we existed, if they knew what we are doing as 

an association and if they could join easily.  
 

We have found a way to make becoming a Lifetime Member easier! We have partnered with PayPal to make 

this process safe and simple. You don’t have to have a PayPal account and it costs you nothing other than your 

donation of $25. Click on the Become a Lifetime Member link on our website and submit the basic infor-

mation requested. If you have an email address, we send you an invoice with a link to our PayPal account. You 

enter your credit card information as requested and PayPal does the rest. SEBAA never sees your credit card 

information and PayPal only charges SEBAA a very small fee. Much smaller than credit card companies charge. 
 

Memorials and Tributes 
 

Many people have purchased memorial memberships. You can purchase a memorial membership for a 

friend or family member. Many people have purchased a memorial membership for their favorite faculty 

member. Just click the link above and complete the form. Give the details of the memorial in the com-

ment section. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNFOSsS1AXBt_dWIkkHsnnDfPXIfZUiipRGDcSrx6mr9LBeA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNFOSsS1AXBt_dWIkkHsnnDfPXIfZUiipRGDcSrx6mr9LBeA/viewform
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SEBAA Officers and Org Structure 
           Brenda Martin ’70 Elected Secretary 
 

We held our quarterly board of director’s meeting on March 19 and 10 directors were present. This was a 

good turnout. After handling the basic chores including approving minutes and the treasurer’s report, we elect-

ed officers and discussed our organization structure.  
 

Brenda Martin ’70, was elected secretary replacing Kathy Embry Denzik ’74. Kathy has been our secretary, and 

a very important part of SEBAA since we started and will remain a director. Eddie Cannon ’72 will be the vice 

president / director of operations through 2018. 
 

Hiring an Executive Director is our top priority for 2018. We, along with the help of William Allen, principal, 

will continue to search for an executive director. A detailed job description has been given to Mr. Allen.  
 

Since the school’s renovation began two years ago, we have been without an Alumni Room. Mr. Allen will pro-

vide an Alumni Room for SEBAA this year. This room will be a meeting room and office space for our execu-

tive director. The goal is to have this room furnished and decorated, with an Alumni theme, in time for the 

Golden Bear Dinner on September 28.   

Butler Student Represents Kentucky in the Nation’s Capital 
     Butler Senior Receives the Trip of a Lifetime 
 

Last summer, Gil Hernandez, traveled to Washington DC to represent Kentucky at the American Legion’s 

Boys Nation. During his trip he met lawmakers and the president. Seventeen-year-old Gil Hernandez was one 

of 98 seniors across the county chosen to attend an elite week-long mock government camp in the nation’s 

capital.  
 

Jonathan Joseph ‘11, teaches government at Butler and volunteers with the 

Boy’s Nation leadership camp every year. "We take kids from all over KY, 

some interested in military, leadership and government. We are like an im-

aginary 51st state. We make our own government.” Twenty-five thousand 

students make up Boys Nation programs across the country, but only two 

from each state will make the national stage, diving into leadership lectures, 

meet and greets with local lawmakers and the president. “We had a vote on 

two people to go and I was one of them,” Hernandez said. 
 

When I think of the American dream, I think of Gil,” Joseph said. In 2007, at 

just 7-years-old, Hernandez and his mother made their way from Oaxaca, 

Mexico to the United States. Part of the journey included a three-day walk 

through the Sonoran Desert. “The walk was hard because I could barely 

breathe the entire time,” Hernandez said. “There were snakes, there were 

needles from the cacti … I had needles all up and down my legs.” 
 

Symbolically, that journey began on July 4. “To me, it means the day that I 

began my freedom from my abusive father and my freedom to pursue what-

ever I wanted,” he said. Hernandez was illegally in the states for a short time 

until he got his green card. Now 17, Hernandez is on the path to citizenship. 
 

 

It was hard to stop the tears when he spoke of his mother's determination and sacrifice. He said, “My mom is 

amazing. I couldn't do anything without her. She's everything. I love her.”  
 

He was excited to meet President Donald Trump. "This is something that so many people haven't done and 

won't get to do,” Hernandez said. With politics in his future, he hopes telling his story could help initiate 

change for others walking in his footsteps. Since Boys Nation began in 1946, several of its graduates have 

been elected to public office, including presidents, congressmen, state governors and state legislators. 
 

                                Hernandez on WDRB   Hernandez on WAVE 

Gil Hernandez ‘18 

http://www.wdrb.com/story/35936610/jcps-student-who-emigrated-from-mexico-will-meet-president-trump-after-being-chosen-to-attend-boys-nation
http://www.wave3.com/story/35936696/jcps-student-to-go-to-dc-as-part-of-american-legions-boys-nation-program


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Suda E. Butler High School  

Alumni Association 
 

Website:  
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/

butler/about/alumni.html 
 

Email Address: 
admin@butlerhighalumni.com 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Charles Myers ‘58 

Fred Wright ’58   

Alan Akridge ‘59 
Earl Dever ‘59 
John King ‘64 

Larry Birkenfeld ‘67 
Brenda Darnell Cease ’67 
Brenda Martin ‘70 

Diane Potts ’71 
Eddie Cannon ’72,  
Kathy Embry Denzik ’74  

David Moody ‘75  
Brittany Campbell Braun ’00 
Kylie Kiesel ‘08 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Joan Sternberg Butler ’64  
Mike Turley ‘70 

Marc Jennings ’74  
 

Principal 
William M. Allen 
 

Bear Tracks Staff 
Eddie Cannon ‘72 

Marc Jennings ‘74 
 

Butler Alumni Notes  

Visit our website at www.butlerhighalumni.com 

Suda E. Butler Alumni Association 

SEBAA 

PO Box 16685 

Louisville, KY  40256-0685 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Alumni Obituaries 

1958    Michael Surface 

1959    Sheila G.  Epperson Long 

 

1959    Beverly  Roll Walker 

1959    Joseph  Starrett 

1961    Judith M. Thompson Francis 

1964    Sandra Carey Rudd 

1964    Jack  Robinson 

1968    Barbara Curtis O'Connell 

1969    Michael S. Edelen 

1969    Linda Jaggers Mitchell 

1970    Mary Lou Garmon Rippy 

1970    James Fred Lipsey 

1972    Frank D. Wiedmar 

We extend our sympathy to the family and 

friends of these Butler Bears. If we have 

missed the passing of one of our friends, 

please let us know and we will publish it in 

our next newsletter 

Vietnam Vets  To  

Honor Fallen Alumni 
 

June 23 memorial service  

to be conducted on campus 
 

This year the Recon Platoon, 4th Battal-

ion 23 Infantry, 25th Infantry Division 

(1969-70), will hold its reunion in Jeffer-

sonville, Indiana June 22-23, 2018. They 

have selected Butler High School to hon-

or its alumni that were killed in battle.  
 

They will conduct a memorial service at 

the school on Saturday, June 23 at 10 

am. Each of the eleven alumni, that have 

lost their life in battle, will be honored at 

the service for giving their last full meas-

ure of devotion for 

the glory of God 

and Country. Vet-

erans, family, 

friends and public 

are invited. 

https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/about/alumni.html
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/about/alumni.html
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/about/alumni.html
mailto:admin@butlerhighalumni.com
mailto:admin@butlerhighalumni.com

