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Weedman Receives KHSAA’s Highest Honor 
David Weedman ’68 enters Hall of Fame 

 

Not only is David Weedman being inducted into the Kentucky High School Athletic Associa-

tion’s (KHSAA) Hall of Fame, but he becomes the first alum to receive this prestigious honor. 

When you think of the fine athletes, coaches and educators that Butler has produced, this 

honor becomes even more impressive. 
 

Weedman played football on some strong Butler teams 

and ran track but his accomplishments extend  beyond 

Butler High School. An early girls’ basketball advocate and 

a highly successful coach, Dave Weedman guided Oldham 

County High School to eight appearances in the KHSAA 

Girls’ Sweet 16 and captured the state title in 1986. The 

Lady Colonels claimed 10 district titles and eight regional 

championships under Weedman, advancing to the semifi-

nals of the Girls’ Sweet 16 in 1980. Oldham County 

reached the top in 1986, defeating Franklin-Simpson to 

earn the school’s first state 

championship. David ended his 

coaching career with a .744 win-

ning percentage. He was named 

the Courier-Journal Girls’ Bas-

ketball Coach of the Year in 

1989 and was recognized by the Kentucky Association of Basketball 

Coaches Court of Honor in 2003.  
 

Following his coaching career, he completed a 42-year career in ed-

ucation including stints as the Principal of Oldham County High 

School. He also served two terms on the KHSAA Board of Control, 

including one year as president of the board.  
 

The Hall of Fame honors the contributions and accomplishments of 

individuals who are worthy of statewide recognition and who are 

examples for others to emulate. When we contacted David to con-

gratulate him on this honor he fondly remembered his time at But-

ler. “I have always felt that the teachers and coaches at Butler 

changed my life. I hope this recognition brings them more pride in 

the work they did at Butler not just for me but for all the students.” 
 

Edititor’s Note: Former Butler coaches Tina Leahy and Joe Hood are also in the KHSAA 

Hall of Fame. Weedman is the first alum. 

Butler’s David Weedman ’68 will be induct-

ed into the KHSAA Hall of Fame in April  

David Weedman pictured 

with classmate Lisa Willis in 

1968. They were selected as 

‘Most Dependable” 

2018 Board of Directors / Advisory Board 
 

Charles Myers ’58, Fred Wright ’58, Alan Akridge ’59, Earl Dever ’59, Joan Sternberg Butler ’64, 

John King, Larry Birkenfeld ’67, Brenda Darnell Cease ’67, Brenda Martin ’70, Mike Turley ’70, 

Diane Potts ’71, Eddie Cannon ’72, Kathy Embry Denzik ’74, Marc Jennings ’74, David Moody ’75, 
Brittany Campbell Braun ’00 and Kylie Kiesel ’08  
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 SEBAA Lifetime Memberships Available for $25 

Golden Bear Induction Enjoyed By 300+ 
Class of ’67 return to the Den 

 

On Friday, August 25 we held our sixth Golden Bear Induction and by many accounts it was the most successful 

one yet. ‘We don’t keep attendance data, but this is about as big a crowd that I’ve seen,” observed Eddie Cannon 

’72. The Class of ’67 is well organized so it is no surprise that this year’s event was well attended. The reunion 

weekend committee was led by Steve Kopatz and Tom Holderfield. Cannon commented, “Steve and his commit-

tee were easy to work with and they went to a lot of effort to promote the event. In addition to their hard work 

they made a generous donation to SEBAA at the end of the evening.” 
 

This year’s event was successful in another way. SEBAA 

raised nearly $5,000. “This is our biggest fund raiser of 

the year,” said Brenda Darnell Cease ’67. She continued, 

“Most attendees were members, or left as members. In 

addition, we had very good participation with our silent 

auction.” The Class of ’67 has more lifetime members 

(121) than any class. The class is also special for another 

reason. Three of the eleven (more than any class) Butler 

alums who lost their life in battle, were in the class of ’67. 

Before this year’s event, the JROTC read the names of 

the fallen classmates followed by a moment of silence. 

 

There was yet another surprise at this year’s event. 

Pam Donoho Hettinger, with help from some family 

members, produced a video that captured many special 

moments from their school days. She also included a 

memorial to those in the class who have passed away. 
 

Much of this year’s success is a result of the work of 

the hosting class, the Class of ’68. Each year we ask a 

class to host. Hosting includes decorating, providing 

the master of ceremonies, working the registration 

table and obtaining items for the silent auction. This 

year’s committee took hosting to a new level. Steve 

Bailey and Dina Purlee Bailey headed the committee 

made up of several members from their class. Steve, along with Alan Godsave, were the MC’s for the evening. 

According to the Brenda Darnell Cease, next year’s Golden Bear chairperson,  the committee made a good 

event even better, “We owe them a lot and we will make sure next year’s event will be just as nice.”  

Click on more Golden Bear photos 

Click on Class of 1967 Video 

Alan Miller, Aaron Lucas and Rocky Lucas 

Ruth Ward Korbylo, Pamela Donoho Hettinger and                

Sandy Pendleton Veech 

Jared Wolfe ‘06 Named to PGA Aruba Cup Team 
 

Butler alum, Jared Wolfe was named to an elite team of golfers. The team, which features the leading 10 play-

ers on the 2017 PGA TOUR Latinoamérica Order of Merit, will compete against a team of 10 players from 

the Mackenzie Tour PGA TOUR Canada in a Presidents Cup-style event at Tierra del Sol Resort and Golf in 

Aruba, December 11-16, 2017. Read about Jared  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/155054864@N07/albums/72157688558245296
https://vimeo.com/230864511
https://www.pgatour.com/la/en/news/2017/12/06/pga-tour-latinoamerica-team-announced-for-2017-aruba-cup.html
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Charitable Gaming and Donations 
       The results are mixed 

We have made money with our charitable gaming venture, 

but we haven’t made enough to satisfy the state’s 40 percent 

profit requirement. We missed the mark in 2016 and were 

put on probation. We made changes in hopes to exceed this 

requirement in 2017. We had a good 1Q in 2017 but the 

2Q was a disaster.  
 

We quickly stopped operating at the Greenwood Road loca-

tion and were given an opportunity to move to Jefferson-

town in August. We were fortunate to get this location and 

we have taken advantage of the move. We are improving 

each week, but we are not sure if we can improve enough 

to meet the state profit requirement. Recently, we hosted 

two Butler alumni nights that helped. However, if we don’t 

meet the required profit margin in 2017, we will be out of 

the charitable gaming business. 
 

But there is good news. At our annual meeting we designat-

ed another $10,000 to be given to Butler High School in the 

near future. We now have $30,000 set aside for the school. 

This is in addition to the $38,825 we have given to the 

school in the past year. Eddie Cannon ‘72 explains, “It’s true 

that charitable gaming is providing most of the funds for us 

to donate to Butler. If we fail to make enough profit this 

year, and lose our license, our ability to continue donating at 

this rate will be drastically reduced. Other charitable organi-

zations have lost their license in the past, but we don’t want 

to be one of them.”  

Verterans Day at Butler 
        17th annual event honors our service men and women 

 

“You need to attend this event to appreciate how nice it 

is. I can’t imagine anyone having a nicer program,” said 

Navy veteran, Earl Dever ’59. Everyone we talked with 

after the celebration shared similar opinions. The pro-

gram, held each Veterans Day, honors all veterans but 

focuses on family members of Butler students, faculty 

and staff who have served in the military as well as Butler 

Alumni who are veterans. After the program, lunch is 

served to this group of veterans. 
 

The program includes the Parade of Veterans. Partici-

pants are grouped with others from their branch of ser-

vice and each group walks in as their branch’s song is 

played. The ceremony also includes patriotic music by 

the choir and the band as well as former choir director, 

Michael Boldin’s rendition of “God Bless America.”  
 

This year there was a special presentation recognizing 

Charlie Myers, ’58 as the first Butler student who en-

tered the military.  

Some of the Alumni stayed after the Veterens Day program and 

enjoyed lunch provided by the JROTC 

Back (L to R) Robert Middlestadt ’60, Charles Myers ’58, Phillip 

Cole ’74, Earl Dever ’59, Larry Wolfe ’65, Charles Wachowski ’67 

Front L to R: Eddie Cole ’72, Janine Farrington Nooning ’74, Tallia 

Cuttino ’14, Name Unavailable, Russel Wolfe ‘67 

2016 - 2017 SEBAA Donations to Butler High 
 

$30,000    Donation escrow account 

$22,225    Bleachers in small (original gym) 

$11,600    12 Yamaha keyboards  

$ 5,000     Video board in large gym 

$ 1,250   Other school donations 
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Update Contact Information 
     Push to seek updates in 2018 
 

SEBAA adds value to alumni by maintaining an accurate database of contact information. This saves a lot of time when 

classes are planning reunions. We have names of nearly 25,000 alumni and friends but we estimate that only one third 

of the contact information is accurate. We are making a push to update contact information.  
 

A person can update contact information by clicking on this link. Update My Information. Just fill in the blanks and 

submit.  We are especially interested in name changes, email address changes and mailing addresses. You can also use 

this link to send us a message.  
 

We need your help in spreading the word. If someone is receiving alumni emails and newsletters there may be no 

need to update information. However, if you prefer another email address over the one we use, use this link to let us 

know. Spread the word ! 
 

We keep contact information confidential and only use it for Alumni purposes.  

Try These Links 
 

 

Alumni Web Site 
  

Butler High School Site 
 

Alumni Event Pictures 
 

Update Your Contact Info 
 

Lifetime Membership List  

 

Lifetime Membership Application 
 

Memorial List   
 

Memorial Membership Form 

….Improvements to our database of contacts 

help classes as they plan their reunions. 

2017 Annual Meeting Highlights 
     Focus on adding value to Butler and our alumni 
 

SEBAA held its annual meeting recently and we focused on what we are doing well and what we must do to improve 

and grow. With this focus we came up with these areas of emphasis 2018. 

• Executive Director – There is no doubt that this is at the top of our list. This will be a paid part-time 

position. It will take on more significance if we retain our gaming license. 

• Charitable Gaming – This will not make or break SEBAA, but 

it is our main source of funding.  

• Memberships – We will be making a push to attract new mem-

bers. We think this is a good gauge of interest in our alumni as-

sociation. 

• Improving Database Accuracy and Communication – 

This is a two-part initiative. We need accurate information and 

we need to figure out how to effectively contact those on our 

list 4,000+. 
 

In addition to these areas of improvement we will continue hosting two events in 2018. The Golden Bear Dinner is 

our most popular event. It is getting bigger each year. We will continue to make changes so it remains our signature 

event. We also want to hold an annual event like we did last summer at Mike Linnig’s on the River.   

Congratulations Kyle McGrath ‘10...  
 

 

...in 2017, Kyle became the 

third former Butler baseball 

player to play in the MLB 

when he was called up to the 

San Diego Padres in July. Kyle 

finished the season with the 

Padres and remains on their 

roster for the 2018 season.  

 

Kyle McGrath Bio 

 

Kyle McGrath Interview 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNFOSsS1AXBt_dWIkkHsnnDfPXIfZUiipRGDcSrx6mr9LBeA/viewform
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/about/alumni.html
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/155054864@N07/albums
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNFOSsS1AXBt_dWIkkHsnnDfPXIfZUiipRGDcSrx6mr9LBeA/viewform
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/docs/alumni/MemberListDec2017.pdf
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/docs/alumni/Membership-Application_2013.pdf
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/docs/alumni/Memorial-List.pdf
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/docs/alumni/alum_Memorial_Application.pdf
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=657681#/career/R/pitching/2017/ALL
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-talking-with-padres-reliever-kyle-mcgrath-20170804-story.html
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2018 Golden Bear Date Is Set 
  Class of ’68 reunion weekend, September 28-29 

 

The class of 1968 will be inducted into the Golden Bear 

Club in 2018 and this will be used to kick off their reunion 

weekend. The Golden Bear dinner will be held at the school 

on Friday, September 28, 2018.  The next evening graduates 

and their guests are invited to the class reunion event at The 

Blind Squirrel on English Station Road in Middletown, KY.   

A large group of classmates and teachers are expected at 

both events! There will be more information after the first 

of the year but in the meantime, please share this with any-

one connected with the class.  

 

Some of the committee from the class of 1968 that hosted 

the recent Golden Bear Induction. They are already planning 

their reunion weekend in September 2018. Pictured: Alan 

Godsave, Jeanne Parsley Elliott, Donna Grant Workman, Gil 

Felhoelter, Dina Purlee Bailey and Michael Haynes 

Let’s Get To The Point!  
       We need new members 
 

One area of improvement that is obvious is in the area of memberships. We have 1,300 lifetime members but 

we have nearly 25,000 graduates. We estimate that we only reach one third of these potential members and if 

that is correct, only about 15 percent of the people that know about us, have joined. Many of you reading this 

newsletter are not members. In addition, we have 5,000 followers on social media so if we can tap into these 

groups, we will have no problem reaching 2,000 members by the time we turn 7 at the end of 2018. 
 

If you are not a member, please join. It requires a one-time $25 donation and you will not be required to 

pay annual dues. Here is a link to our Lifetime Member application. 

You can also purchase a memorial membership for a friend or family member. Many people have purchased a 

memorial membership for their favorite faculty member. Here is the link to our memorial application. 

Welcome New Members 

1958  Mike Hall     1967  Susan Powell Alvey    1974  Robert Butler     

1962  Lawence Fravert     1968  Alan R. Godsave     1974  Pamela  Campbell Menefee   * 

1962  Joanna Jones Meredith    1970  Terry R. Denney    * 1974  William (Sam) Fraser    * 

1963  Charles R. Davis, PhD    * 1970  Kelly E. Marcum    * 1974  Lisa H. Haller Butler    

1964  Carla Sanders Kuzmich    1970  Mike McDonald    * 1974  E. Michael Pate     

1965  Omeira McKinley     1970  Frederick C. Schueler    * 1974  Marvin T. Vincent     

1967  Steve Blevens     1971  Dennis L. Bock     1975  Michael Kitchen     

1967  Mike Hayes     1971  James H. (Jim) Fisher     1981  Joel Russ     

1967  Linda H. House Ilnick    1971  Tom   Meade     1981  Jonathan D. Sparks     

1967  Karen Jeffries Vincent    1971  Kathryn E. Vincent Thomas    1982  Allison W. Thomas     

1967  Pat Kidwell     1972  Glen Hazelwood     1983  Penny Abell Mitchell    

1967  Ernest Lane     1972  Debbie Mitchell Cobb    1985  Michael S. Schipinski     

1967  Danny Miles     1972  Vicky N. Nelson Klein    1985  Kathleen Titus Reader    

1967  Sharon Nelson Rakes    1972  Deborah J. Oehrle Towler    1995  Jack W. Walker     

1967  Charles O'Neal     1972  Sandra Walker     Faculty/Friend  Ed Mudd    * 

* Memorial Memberships   

Thanks to alumni that made donations in memory of friends, family and faculty. Junior Wallace ‘65, Mike Davis ‘67,  

Judy Gibson Skaggs ‘70, Robert Butler ‘74 and Lisa Haller Butler ‘74 

https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/docs/alumni/Membership-Application_2013.pdf
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/docs/alumni/alum_Memorial_Application.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suda E. Butler High School  

Alumni Association 
 

Website:  
https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/

butler/about/alumni.html 
 

Email Address: 
admin@butlerhighalumni.com 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Charles Myers ‘58 

Fred Wright ’58   

Alan Akridge ‘59 
Earl Dever ‘59 
John King ‘64 

Larry Birkenfeld ‘67 
Brenda Darnell Cease ’67 
Diane Potts ’71 

Eddie Cannon ’72,  
Kathy Embry Denzik ’74  
David Moody ‘75  

Brittany Campbell Braun ’00 
Kylie Kiesel ‘08 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Joan Sternberg Butler ’64  

Brenda Martin ‘70 
Mike Turley ‘70 

Marc Jennings ’74  
 

Principal 
William M. Allen 
 

Bear Tracks Staff 
Eddie Cannon ‘72 

Marc Jennings ‘74 

Butler Alumni Notes  

Visit our website at www.butlerhighalumni.com 

Suda E. Butler Alumni Association 

SEBAA 

PO Box 16685 

Louisville, KY  40256-0685 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Alumni Obituaries 
 

We extend our sympathy to the family and 

friends of these Butler Bears. If we have 

missed the  passing of one of our friends, 

please let us know and we will publish it in 

our next newsletter. 

Memorials and Tributes 
 

You may express your sympathy by making a  

donation to SEBAA in memory of these Butler  

Bears. Memorials can be sent to: 

SEBAA  

PO Box 16685  

Louisville, KY  40256-0685  

or to PayPal info@butlerhighalumni.com 
 

When SEBAA receives a memorial gift, an acknowl-

edgement is sent to the family and to the donor. We 

have received positive comments about this process. 

Memorial gifts made to SEBAA are tax-deductible. 

 

 

 

 

1958  Dick Gregory  

1959  Barbara J. Lockhart Rector 

1963  Charles R. Davis, PhD  

1964  Peggy Sucher Vernon 

1965  John Fulton  

1969  Joseph Wayne Blair  

1974  Diane Y. Panter Goodlett 

1998  Timothy J. Groft  

2005  Jason Webb Spencer  

2013  Marcus Helm  

We have 1,300 members. In 
2017 we have added 75 new 

members 

Top Classes and # of members 

1967 121 

1958 83 

1970 83 

1965 66 

1959 62 

1964 61 

1972 61 

https://schools.jefferson.kyschools.us/high/butler/about/alumni.html
mailto:admin@butlerhighalumni.com
mailto:admin@butlerhighalumni.com
mailto:info@butlerhighalumni.com

